G R A N D F A T H E R

M O U N T A I N

Junior Rangers
Explore the mountain—and your own backyard!
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Kids! I’m Yo
Hi,

Hi there! My name is Yonni the Yonahlossee
Salamander, but you can call me Yonni. Want to join
me on Grandfather Mountain’s Junior Ranger team?
We’re the people and animals that help teach
others about nature and how to protect it!

Discovery Challenge: Trails

In the space below, draw me a picture
of an animal you saw on the hike today.

HIKING ON A TRAIL IS ONE OF THE BEST PARTS OF GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN!
While you’re on the trail, keep your eyes and ears open to discover the interesting birds,
mammals, insects, and plants that like to hide in the woods.
Hiking can be tricky, so be sure to also watch your step and stay with
your parents! And as you’re hiking, answer these questions for me.

All you have to do is:
1) Choose four out of five Discovery Challenges in
this booklet you want to do today.
2) Explore this beautiful mountain I call home and
complete the activities you’ve chosen.
3) Take the Junior Ranger Pledge at the back of this
booklet.
4) Show your completed Junior Ranger booklet and
turn in your pledge to the staff at the front gate
to receive your Junior Ranger badge!

List six things you see on the trail:

How can you use your senses (sight, sound, touch, hearing) to identify the nature around you?

Woods Walk
Trail

List three signs of life you’ve found, like animal tracks, feathers, or nests:

Can you name the trail you are on?

JUNIOR
RANGER
GRANDFATHER
MOUNTAIN
VILLE
LIN

Gate house
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Can you spot two ways plants help animals survive, such as trees, berries, or providing
shelter? What are they?
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Turn in
Jr. Ranger book
& get badge

H C A R OL

Ice Cream &
Fudge Shop

Butterfly
Garden
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Mountain Scavenger Hunt
Yonni here, and it’s time for some fun. I’ve lived on Grandfather Mountain my whole life, so I
know it really well. How many of my favorite facts can you track down?

NEXT WE’LL VISIT MY FAVORITE PLACE TO NAP: UNDER SPLIT ROCK!
TO GET THERE, WALK PAST THE FUDGE SHOP AND FIND THESE ANSWERS:

FIRST, EXPLORE THE NATURE MUSEUM TO ANSWER THESE:

What is an environmentally friendly part of
the Fudge Shop?

A star shaped mushroom is called a

What is today’s high temperature?

A large purple mineral is a(n)

Today’s low temperature?

The current weather conditions are

What is the current wind speed?

How much does Sphinx Rock weigh?

FINALLY, LET’S HEAD TO THE SWINGING BRIDGE AND ANSWER THESE
QUESTIONS:
Do the trees look different? Why?

How high above sea level is the Swinging Bridge?

How far do you think you can see?

NOW, GO TO THE ANIMAL HABITATS AND FILL IN THESE BLANKS FOR ME:
Are black bear populations increasing or
decreasing?

Name one body part that helps a river otter
survive.

NOW THAT YOU’VE HEARD ABOUT MY HOME, I’D LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT YOURS!
Can you think of some fun facts for me about your “habitat?” You could tell me about the
weather, the exciting nature around you, or your favorite outdoor place to hang out:

How high can a cougar jump?

Fun fact – DID YOU KNOW that it takes almost 500 years for
a plastic bottle to decompose? That’s five centuries of it sitting on
the ground if no one picks it up!
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Getting to know my neighbors
As a salamander, I’m only one of many different kinds of animals that live here on
Grandfather Mountain.

Can you match these descriptions of my friends and neighbors with their pictures?
I AM A LARGE ANIMAL with a
black coat and brown muzzle. I
have sharp claws that do not
retract. I am an omnivore, which
means I eat both plants and meat,
just like humans. I enjoy climbing
trees, running, swimming, and
digging. In the winter I go into a
deep sleep and come out in the
spring. Can you guess who I am?

I AM RELATIVELY RARE IN
SOME AREAS. I have a long

I HAVE A HOOKED BEAK AND
POWERFUL TALONS. I have

I AM A SHY, SECRETIVE
CREATURE that is extinct in

body with short legs, webbed
feet, and a thick tail. I live in
rivers and large streams. I am a
carnivore, which means I only
eat meat –and crayfish and
minnows are my favorites, yum!
I love to play, and I am curious as
a cat, but am not one. Who am I?

excellent eyesight that helps
me when I go hunting for fish or
other prey. I build my nest in tall
trees. I am a well-known animal
because I am a symbol of the
United States. Who am I?

North Carolina. My western
cousins still thrive, though. I
have brown fur with a white
belly. I am a carnivore, eating
only meat. I am a good swimmer
and climber. I have sharp claws
that I can pull back into my
paws. Who am I?

Fun fact – DID YOU KNOW

that my relatives – the Yonahlossee
Salamanders – were first discovered
living just outside Grandfather
Mountain, when Yonahlossee Road
was being built. That’s how we got
our name! The old road is now called
Highway 221.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT
ANY OF THESE ANIMALS,
or any of my other
neighbors you saw on
the mountain today?
You could even help take
care of one of them! Visit

I COUNT ON MY JUNIOR RANGERS to respect all my animal
friends and neighbors that live on the mountain with me. If
you see someone yelling, teasing, or throwing things at any
animals, be sure to tell an adult!
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These animals live on Grandfather Mountain—but I bet you see some cool animals
where you live, too. When you get home, start your own list of animal neighbors!

www.grandfather.com with
your parents and check
out our Adopt an Animal
program!
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Discovery Challenge: Plants

Discovery Challenge: Plants

Did you know that there are even more different types of plants on Grandfather Mountain
than there are types of animals? And just like animals, these plants can become rare and
endangered, so they need the knowledge and protection of Junior Rangers too!

START BY DRAWING A PICTURE OF YOUR FAVORITE PLANT YOU FOUND
TODAY IN THE SPACE PROVIDED ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PAGE.

As you explore the mountain, pay special attention to all the different types of trees,
bushes, and other plants you see. Look high, look low, look left and right, and then let me
know what you find using the questions on the next page.
As you look around, be careful to watch where you step, and please be sure to leave the
flowers for others to enjoy too!

Where did you find the plant – in the shade, in
the sun, on a rock or somewhere else?

Does it have protection, like thorns, bark, or
stickiness?

How tall is it – higher than your ankle? Higher
than your knee?

Do you see anything unusual about this plant?

Draw me a picture of your favorite
plant below.

Do you see any animals visiting your plant?
What colors are the leaves?
If so, which animals?
Do you think this plant keeps its leaves in
winter?

Does it have a flower?

See if you can find the name of your plant
by asking a Naturalist or visiting the Nature
Center.

If so, what color is it?

Fun fact – DID YOU KNOW that the unique geology and variety of

Which of the plants you’ve found today can
also be seen in your yard or favorite park?
What does it smell like?

habitats of Grandfather Mountain make it the perfect place for my friends
and me to live and grow? I count on the Junior Rangers to help me keep
my home and other habitats like it protected!
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Discovery Challenge: Interact with a Naturalist
LEARN EVEN MORE ABOUT THE MOUNTAIN AND THE PLANTS AND ANIMALS THAT LIVE HERE BY COMING TO
ONE OF OUR SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Every day June- August

No one person can do everything that needs to be done
to protect planet Earth for the future, but everyone can
DO ONE THING to help take care of the world we live in.

WEATHER AND CLIMATE OBSERVATIONS
11 a.m. every day in front of the Fudge Shop

ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS
Every day April-October

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM
Every day June- mid-August

Fun fact – DID YOU KNOW My fellow salamanders and I are nocturnal,

meaning that we mostly are awake at night, and we prefer wet conditions. This
makes the Appalachian Mountains the perfect habitat for my extended family!

ALL PROGRAMMING HELD WEATHER PERMITTING.
CHECK THE DAILY SCHEDULE YOU RECEIVED AT THE ENTRANCE GATE
OR SIGNAGE IN THE NATURE MUSEUM FOR DETAILS.
I attended the _____________________________________________ program.
___________________________________ Naturalist Signature
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It’s Yonni again! Are you ready to
become a Junior Ranger?

Do One Thing to protect the planet!

DAILY NATURALIST PROGRAMS

Junior
Ranger Pledge
The

Name
Age
Mailing Address
Street

Can you think of one small thing you can do each day that will help protect the earth
and the plants, animals and people who live here? A few suggestions of things YOU
can do include:

City

•
•
•
•

Date

Turning off the lights when you leave a room
Recycling plastic bottles and aluminum cans
Asking your family to take reusable bags when they shop
Turning off the water while you brush your teeth

Please fill out this Junior Ranger Pledge form and share your ONE THING. Go to the
Entrance Gate, share your completed booklet with the staff and turn in your pledge
form to receive your Junior Ranger badge!

State 		

Zip Code

Email Address

I pledge to DO this ONE THING to help
protect planet Earth for the future:

Congratulations, you’re officially a Junior Ranger of the Grandfather Mountain
Stewardship Foundation!

Now sign your name here:
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GRANDFATHER
MOUNTAIN

®

Junior Rangers
Explore the mountain—and your own backyard!

US 221 & Blue Ridge Parkway, Linville, NC 28646 | 800-468-7325
Check out fun nature games and learn more at: www.grandfather.com/juniorranger

